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CONFIDENTIAL NOUAKCHOTT 2122 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, MOPS, MR, SS 

SUBJECT: POLISARIO ATTACKS ATAR 

1 . EMBASSY HAS LEARNED FROM VARIETY OF MAURITANIAN AND DIP 
LIMATIC SOURCES THAT POLISARIO FORCES ATTACKED TOWN OF 
ATAR ON AUGUST 30. DETAILS, HOWEVER, ARE NOT AVAILABLE. 

SPANISH AMBASSADOR, ALTHOUGH AWARE OF ATTACK, WAS UNWILLING 
TO SPECULATE ON SIZE OF POLISARIO FORCE. MOROCCAN CHARGE 
INSISTED THAT IT WAS NOT A MAJOR ENGAGEMENT. SPANIARD 
COMMENTED THERE WAS ALSO SMALL POLISARIO ATTACK ABOUT WEEK 
AGO ON AARGUB IN MAURITANIAN PORTION OF WESTERN SAHARA. 

2. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED UNCONFIRMED REPORT THAT THERE WAS 
POLISARIO-INSPIRED SHOOTING IN NORTHERN PORT CITY OF 
NOUADHIBOU ON AUGUST 31. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION TODAY, 
MOROCCAN CHARGE SAID HE WAS NOT AWARE OF THIS REPORT. 
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3. COMMENT: BATTLEFRONT IN MAURITANIA HAS BEEN UNUSUAL- 
LY QUIET SINCE LATE JULY. ALTHOUGH POESALIO ATTACK ON 
ATAR MAY BE NOTHING MORE THAN ISOLATED INCIDENT, IT HAS 
HAD EFFECT IN PAST 24 HOURS OF CRANKING RUMOR MILL INTO 
HIGH GEAR. COUPLED WITH GENERALIZED EDGINESS CREATED BY 
CURRENT RAMADAN FAST. ATAR ATTACK MAY WELL CAUSE GIRM 
FORCES TO INCREASE SUBSTANTIALLY THEIR STATE OF ALERT. 

WE NOTED, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT SECURITY FORCES WERE OUT TODAY 
IN EVEN LARGER NUMBERS THAN IS USUAL WHEN PRESIDENT RE- 
TURNS FROM OFFICIAL VISIT OVERSEAS . SHINN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY EXERCISES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 01 SEP 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NOUAKC02122 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760332-0618 
From: NOUAKCHOTT 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976091 02/aaaadjel.tel 

Line Count: 71 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 MAY 2004 by MartinML>; APPROVED <02 SEP 2004 by coburnhb 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POLISARIO ATTACKS ATAR 
TAGS: PBOR, MOPS, MR, SS, POLISARIO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



